
 

SOUTH ISLAND   BANKS PENINSULA 

4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS 

CHRISTCHURCH to CHRISTCHURCH 

ITINERARY 
 
Please bring this information with you to the tour start. 
Distances are shown in kilometers. 1 km = 0.62 miles 
 
Banks Peninsula was formed as a result of the eruption of two, now dormant, 
volcanoes. The scenery is stunning and the peninsula is unique in that the village of 
Akaroa is the site of the only French settlement in New Zealand. Many streets have 
French names and descendants of the original French settlers still live in Akaroa.  
 
The scenery is outstanding. The daily distances are c.50 km / 30 mi, well within the 
reach of an active person. It is also hilly. Take your time, admire the views, enjoy the 
cafes and walk the hills or take the Pedaltours support vehicle which will be with you 
on Day Two and Three. Your luggage will be carried each day.  
 
The tour starts in the cathedral city of CHRISTCHURCH, (pop. 350,000) New 
Zealand's cycling capital.  It is an attractive city with the river Avon winding its way 
through the centre bordered by weeping willows, and has an excellent botanical 
garden at Hagley Park.   
 
MEETING DAY/DAY ONE:   

 

We meet at 5.00 pm at   The Holiday Inn  
     356 Oxford Terrace, Christchurch. 
     Phone 03 379 1180 fax 03 366 7590 
 
The hotel is only a 10 minute walk from Cathedral Square and about 15 minutes 
drive from Christchurch International Airport.  
 
Should you need to contact Pedaltours please call Richard, Helen or Lisa 
(Auckland) freephone 0800 302 0968.  Your Pedaltours Guide will hold a trip 
orientation meeting, supply you with maps and fit you to your Pedaltours rental bike.  
 
Lodging:   
The Holiday Inn,      Dinner will be at 7.00 pm. 
356 Oxford Terrace, Christchurch 
Phone: within N.Z. toll free 0800 655 300, or 03 379 1180 Fax: 03 366 7590 
Facilities: Bar, laundry, gymnasium, sauna and plunge pool.  Private facilities. 
Features:   High standard accommodation in a quiet setting by the river Avon. 
 
Included:  
Accommodation, three nights Lunch x 2 (not included on Day Two) 
Breakfast each morning (3) Dinner each evening (3) 



NEW ZEALAND PEDALTOURS  NEW ZEALAND PEDALTOURS/ ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS/ WEBSITE/ BANKS PENINSULA 

 
Day Two: Christchurch to Church Bay: 48 km / 30 mi 
 
After breakfast leave Christchurch by following the right bank of the Avon River to 
the estuary and the beach at Sumner. (Shops and cafes).  From here cross the Port 
Hills via Evans Pass and descend to the small port of Lyttelton. There is a good 
range of cafes and restaurants in Lyttelton for lunch. After lunch continue around the 
harbour to Governor's Bay with its fine gardens, to Charteris Bay and finally Church 
Bay. The Pedaltours support vehicle will follow with your bags and meet you after 
lunch.  
 
Lodging:  
Kai o Ruru, B & B   Or similar B&B  'phone/fax 03 329 4788 
32 James Dr, Church Bay, Lyttelton Harbour  
manger@xtra.co.nz 
Facilities:Very comfortable accommodation with private facilities. 
Features: Superb views of the harbour & surrounding hills from every room. 
 
 
 
Day Three: Church Bay to Akaroa: 85 km / 53 mi 
  Church Bay to Little River: 42 km / 26 mi (then drive) 
 
After exploring the attractive seaside settlement of Diamond Harbour we follow the 
harbour back to Teddington. Here we cross Gebbies Pass - an easy climb - followed 
by a flat ride to Little River where there is an excellent tearoom. From here you can 
either tackle the stiff climb to Hilltop or take the Pedaltours support vehicle. Hilltop 
has superb views of Akaroa Harbour. An exhilarating descent takes us back to the 
coast to Barry's Bay where there is a boutique cheese factory that is worthwhile 
visiting.  Through Duvauchelles, and then to Akaroa. 
 
Lodging: The Maples ( Bed & Breakfast)  phone  03 304 8767 
  158 Rue Jolie, Akaroa. maplesakaroa@xtra.co.nz  
Facilities:  Ensuite rooms , guest lounge. 
Features:  restored 1877 historic house in garden setting, close to waterfront. 
 
 
Day Four: Akaroa to Christchurch  85 km / 53 mi 
  Summit Rd, Akaroa to Little River: 41km / 26 mi 
 
Akaroa is a very attractive village with a distinctive French flavour. A morning 
harbour cruise to see the dolphin colony is highly recommended. There are also 
fishing trips, horse treks, or cafes, restaurants and wine bars to relax in. 
 
After lunch we take you up the steep climb to the Summit Road overlooking Akaroa 
Harbour and the picturesque outer bays. From here it is a delightful ride along the 
Summit Road, a quiet road with more down than up, to Hilltop, followed by another 
exhilarating descent to Little River. Here the Pedaltours mini-bus will take you back 
to Christchurch, arriving mid afternoon. 
 
Here we bid you farewell, good cycling and hope to see you again.  


